NCERTencLisu.IN

LEARN, GROW AND ACHIEVE WITH US

Chapter Birth Summary Class 11

'Birth' is an excerpt from 'The Citadel’, a famous novel by A.J. Cronin. It is a story about Andrew
Manson, a graduate from medical school, who had just started practicing as an assistant to Dr
Edward Page. The young doctor had to fight a tough battle to save the life of a mother and her
newborn child.

When Andrew Manson reached his home at Bryngower at midnight, he found Joe Morgan waiting
for him at the entrance of his house. Morgan's wife was about to deliver their first child. Manson
accompanied Joe to his house at Number 12, Blaina Terrace, even though he felt tired, dull and
listless. He had no idea that the night call would prove so momentous in his life.

Joe did not go in with the doctor. Mrs Morgan's mother, an old lady of nearly seventy and an old
midwife, waited beside the patient. While waiting, Andrew drank tea. He assured Mrs Morgan's
mother that he would not leave till the baby was born. He started thinking about unhappy marriages
and what he had seen at Cardiff station. He thought of Bramwell who was foolishly in love with a
woman who had deceived him.

Then he thought of Edward Page who was married to a shrewish Blodwen and Denny who was
separated from his wife. Andrew wanted a peaceful married life with Christine. His thoughts were
interrupted by the old lady who told him not to give the chloroform to her daughter if it harmed the
baby. The nurse called him as soon as he had assured the old lady.

At half past three, the child showed signs of arrival, and after an hour the child was born, lifeless.
Andrew was horrified. He did not know whether to save the child or the mother, who was in a
desperate state. He made a quick decision, gave the child to the nurse, and turned his full attention
to the mother. Susan lay collapsed and her pulse was almost gone. He smashed a glass ampule and
injected the medicine.

After a few minutes' efforts, the mother revived and her heart started beating. He turned to the
child. The frightened nurse had placed it beneath the bed. He pulled out the child, a boy, who was
perfectly formed. His warm body was white and soft. The texture of his skin was smooth and tender,
but the limbs seemed boneless. Andrew concluded that the whiteness meant lack of oxygen and
excess of carbon dioxide in the blood.

He ordered the nurse to bring in hot and cold water in two basins and then immersed the child
repeatedly in the two basins one icy, one steaming hot. But the child did not breathe even after 15
minutes. The nurse whimpered that the child is stillborn, but the doctor did not give up. He rubbed
the child with a rough towel, crushing and releasing his tiny chest with both his hands. Then, at last,
the pigmy chest gave a heave. The child started gasping and crying. Miraculously, the child came to
life.

Andrew handed the child to the nurse. He felt weak and dazed. The mother was under the effect of
anaesthesia, and the old woman was praying. Andrew Manson moved out and told Joe that both his
wife and the child were all right. It was nearly five o'clock as he started walking towards his home.
He was filled with a great sense of achievement, having done something real at last.
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